E. L. RAGG

ESTATE AGENT AND VALUER
RAUMATI SOUTH. PHONE
1228D. (if no reply, ring 928R)
WHEN BUYING OR SELLING

PROPERTY - - -
* Be guided by years’ of local
pxperience.

THE

APITI 0B

POSTAGE PAID

DAVIDSON’S
—for—

“LUXAFLEX”

Charge

VENETIAN BLINDS.

Measure, Quote, Free of

TENTH YEAR OF
PUBLICATION.

Telephone 934K.

VER

Issued FREE Fortnightly.

+ THURSDAY, OCT. 23rd, 1958.

Vol. 9, No. 24.

HILL-TOP

STATUE

Large Crowds ‘ %
Witness Blessing

COMMEMORATES CENTENARY OF
LOURDES

Nearly three thousand Catholics were present at Para-

paraumu last Sunday afternoon to witness the Blessing of the
statue of Our Lady of Lourdes by His Grace the Archbishop of
Wellington and Metropolitan of New Zealand (P. T. B. Me-

Keefry).

A large, long procession left the main entrance to St.

Patrick’s school grounds and, moving via Amohia Street and

the Presbytery grounds, slowly made its way up the hill,
past the fourteen Stations of the Cross established on the path

to the top, where another large crowd was already assembled.

Local Hymn

After the blessing, and as the
congregation at the foot of the
statue left on the downwards
trek, a choir sang a new hymn,
“Our Lady of Lourdes,” com-
posed specially for the occasion
by Dorothy Curran, of Para-
paraumu.

The ceremony at the statue
and the hymn were broadcast
over a loud-speaker system on
the = hill in the
grqunds, and were easily heard

and sehool

within a radius of a few blocks.

When all were assembled in
the school grounds, the Bene-
diction was pronounced by Rev.
P. J. Herlihy, parish priest of
Karori, and later the Avrchbishop
blessed a group of sick and ail-
ing people and then blessed
the kneeling crowd.

0’Hagen Present

Patrick O’Hagen, the visiting
Irish tenor, who is remembered
by Convent pupils for his mem-
orable rendition of “Davy
Crockett” on a previous visif,
sang two hymns—to the great
delight of the multitude. :

Easily Seen

The 47-foot-high white concrete
statue is easily visible from most parts
of Paraparaumu, situated as it is
atop a small hill immediately behind
the school. Sculptor was Mr. Mar-
tin Roestenberg.

The statue was erected to com-
memorate the centenary of the Ap-
paritions which appeared to Berna-
dette Soubirus at Lurdes (in the
Pyrenees Mountains) in 1958.




